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DRAFTED BY A/SY/T/SP:DDDAHARB:GS 

APPROVED BY A/SY/T: DGFISCHER, CHIEF 

SY/FO:GPVARROS 

DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 

SY/FO/ARA 

076471 

R 190320Z MAY 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 122828 

BUENOS AIRES FOR RSO FROM A/SY/T/SP 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:ASEC 

SUBJECT:SECURITY EQUIPMENT 
REF: BUENOS AIRES 3112 

1 . SY HAS STANDARIZED ON THE S AND W MOD 19 AND MOD 60 AS 
ITS HANDGUN SERIES. STANDARDIZATION IS NECESSARY FOR A 
NUMBER OF REASONS, E.G., EASE OF MAINTENANCE AND PARTS 
SUPPLY, READY FAMILIARIZATION BY ALL DOS PERSONNEL WHERE 
APPLICABLE, AND A DISTINCT ADVANTAGE FROM A PROCUREMENT 
POINT OF VIEW. IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, WE ARE UNABLE TO 
COMPLY WITH REQUEST FOR 9 MM WEAPONS. HOWEVER, WE HAVE 
ON ORDER A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF S AND W .357 REVOLVERS, 

AND WOULD SUPPLY YOUR POST AS REQUIREMENTS DICTATED. 

2. SOME TIME AGO, A NUMBER OF SOFT BODY ARMOR MANUFAC- 
TURERS WERE REQUESTED TO SUBMIT A SAMPLE FOR RIGOROUS 

TESTING AT THE BIOMED LAB AT EDGEWOOD ARSENAL. SAFARILAND 
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WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO DECLINED TO SUBMIT A SAMPLE. WHILE 
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THEIR CLAIMS OF BALLISTIC PROTECTION MAY WELL BE VALID, WE 
KNOW POSITIVELY THAT OTHER PRODUCTS WILL DEFINITELY WITH 
STAND THE BALLISTIC LEVELS ADVERTISED. WITH THIS IN MIND, 

PLEASE COMMENT AS TO REASONS FOR REQUESTING THE SAFARI!. AND. 

MORGAN MAGNUM SOFT BODY ARMOR OVER ANOTHER, MORE ACCEPTED 
BRAND. 

3. WE ARE CURRENTLY PREPARING DATA FOR PROCUREMENT OF 
REMAINING ITEMS AS LISTED AND DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. KISSINGER 
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